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FTA 6250-601, SEMINAR IN SCREENWRITING 
INSTRUCTOR:  ERIK HANSEN 
ROOM:  PAC 316 
OFFICE HOURS:  TUE & THURS 11:00am-12:30pm, WED 2-5pm 
ROOM: PAC 308 
 
TEXTS: 
Writing Movies by the Gotham Writers’ Workshop 
Save the Cat by Blake Snyder 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
This course is designed to give students hands-on experience in the craft of screenwriting in a 
creative workshop environment; in other words, for students to develop their mastery of the craft 
in the context of working on their own projects. 
 
STUDENT OBJECTIVES 
After successfully completing this course, students will be able to: 
Analyze screenplays and movies in terms of essential storytelling principles. 
Design a story in three acts. 
Write effective dialogue and description. 
Structure and write a series of scenes to create a cohesive screenplay. 
 
STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS 
Post your assignments as a PDF to MOODLE on the designated day (Sunday) before class.  
 
FORMAT  
FINAL DRAFT software is available in the FTA lab, and is recommended.  CELTX is available 
for free on the internet.  Screenplay pages should be professionally formatted.  Incorrect spelling, 
grammar, and/or format are not professional. 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION 
Filmmaking is a collaborative process.  Students are expected to bring that spirit of respect and 
enthusiasm to the class discussions and to their written criticism of each other’s work.  This 
extends to Moodle, where consideration and restraint shall prevail (see grading). 
 
GOAL 
At the beginning of the semester, each student will commit to a writing goal which they have 
agreed upon with the instructor.  This agreement is a contract; failure to reach this goal will 
result in a penalty (see below). 
 
CRITIQUE 
The ability to give and receive objective feedback is an invaluable part of growing as a writer.  In 
addition to in-class critiques, you are required to turn in a written critique of all the work 
submitted that week; the critique must include criteria which I will supply.  The written critique 
must be posted as a reply to each submission on the respective Moodle thread by midnight 
Tuesday night.   
 HARD COPY 
You must put a hard copy of your assignment in my box in PAC 307 by 4:00pm on the Tuesday 
of the week it is due.  
 
DEADLINES  
All assignments must be turned in on the date due; usually, that is the Sunday night before the 
next class meeting.  An absence does not double as an extension; if you are unable to attend 
class, arrange a swap or post your assignment to Moodle on the assigned date to avoid penalty.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Two absences are allowed.  The third and each following absence will reduce the student’s 
final grade by three points.  
 
TARDINESS  
Tardiness is not allowed.  The second and each following instance will reduce the final grade 
by two points.  Class begins promptly at 6:00pm. 
 
GRADING 
Your grade will be based on professionalism rather than content, in the belief that meeting 
deadlines and doing the work will lead to growth as a writer and good work.  All students begin 
the class with a perfect score of 100 points.   You must submit your assignment on the agreed 
upon day (unless you have made an approved swap). An approved swap means that both another 
student and I have agreed to it. Each late assignment will result in a 5-point reduction from your 
overall score.  An assignment is considered late if it is posted after midnight on the Sunday it is 
due.  12:00:01am is late. Failure to post a critique to EACH new submission on Moodle by the 
above-specified time will result in a 5-point reduction to your overall grade.  Absence is not an 
excuse. Failure to drop off a hard copy by the above specified time will result in a 5-point 
reduction to your overall grade. 
  
NOTE ON MOODLE: You shall err on the side of sensitivity to others’ feelings when posting 
and responding to critiques on Moodle. Absolutely avoid ad hominem remarks, inferences about 
others’ internal processes, or personal judgments of any kind. I reserve the right to reduce a 
student’s final grade in the class by as much as one full grade for breaches of proper workshop 
etiquette.  
 
As much as one half of the semester (until the week of October 5-9) may be spent in developing 
your project. But everyone must also “produce pages,” starting no later than then. 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  
Academic integrity is fundamental to the process of learning and evaluating academic 
performance.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is 
not limited to, the following:  cheating, plagiarism, tampering with academic records and 
examinations, falsifying identity, and being an accessory to acts of academic dishonesty.  Refer 
to the UNO Academic Judicial Code at:  http://www.studentaffairs.uno.edu/Judicial/ 
Academic integrity info at: 
http://www.studentaffairs.uno.edu/Judicial/judicial_pdfs/AcademicIntegrity_brochure.pdf 
and the Academic Dishonesty policy at: 
http://www.studentaffairs.uno.edu/studentpolicies/policymanual/academic_dishonesty.cfm 
 
CONDUCT 
Cell phones should be turned off before class begins.    
 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students who qualify for services will receive the academic modifications for which they are 
legally entitled.  It is the responsibility of the student to register with the Office of Disability 
Services (UC 260) each semester and follow their procedures for obtaining assistance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FALL 2015 SCHEDULE 
 
 
WEEK 
 
1  1, 2, 3 
2  4, 5, 6 
3  7, 1, 2 
4  3, 4, 5 
5  6, 7, 1 
6  2, 3, 4 
7  5, 6, 7 
8  1, 2, 3 
9  4, 5, 6 
10  7, 1, 2 
11  3, 4, 5 
12  6, 7, 1 
13  2, 3, 4 
14  5, 6, 7 
15  1, 2, 3 
16  4, 5, 6 
 
    FINAL PROJECTS ARE DUE DEC 9, 2015 
